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    Ted Scalzo 
Ted Scalzo is a music educator, 
having conducted wind ensembles, 
jazz and marching bands, instrumental 
lessons and advanced music 
composition. Throughout his career in 
the public schools, he has been an 
advocate of using technology to 
enhance and improve student and 
teacher instructional needs. Mr. Scalzo 
and his students were featured on the 
cover of School Band & Orchestra 
magazine and the accompanying 
article outlined how he employed 
technology both in the classroom and 
in the concert arena. He is now retired 
from Bay Shore Schools and Hofstra 
University. 
  



Practice Tools 
Tuner, metronome, and essential content including exercises, sight-reading 
tools, and select state scales.  
 

Feedback 
SmartMusic immediately shows students what pitches and rhythms they hit 
or miss. That way, they know what to work on. 

  
Guided Practice 
Templates for assignments and rubrics make managing SmartMusic easy so 
teachers have more time to offer personalized feedback. 
  
 

Active Learning With SmartMusic 



Teacher Sets Specific Goals 



Provides Expert Instruction 



Thoughtful, deliberate practice 



Some Artful Strategies 



Have SmartMusic up and accessible in: 
●  Lessons 

●  Sectionals 

●  Large Ensemble rehearsals 

●  Recording Sessions 

●  Any time you are using with your students. 

Model, Model, Model 



What are your desired outcomes  
•  Assignments 

•   Listening 

•   Skill Development 

•   Exploration 

Know Your Goal 



Get students using SmartMusic in FUN non judgmental  

ways.  
•  Make the first assignments easy and attainable  

•  Have them just listen to pieces - evaluating them for………………. 

•   Let them have and make choices 

•   Reward Exploration 

Early Buy In 



Reward Students for giving you feedback on 
assignments. Make it part of your rubric.  Compare like 
pieces, have them make choices regarding repertoire.  
Get them to self evaluate beyond notes and rhythms. 

Comment Box: The forgotten tool 

This piece would be a challenge for our group. I think given 
time we could master the technical challenges and be 
rewarded with a performance that would be exciting for us 
and our audience. Hope we do this one.!!!!!! 



Demo  
Have Students Choose or Evaluate 
Repertoire Using Units  



Student Music Selection 



Demo  
Method Book Assignments 
With an Artful Twist 



Method Book Scavenger Hunts 

●  Assign a line from a method book-Like Hot Cross Buns 
●  In the directions of your assignment indicate that they 

are being evaluated on how many different versions of 
Hot Cross Buns they find in the other method books and 
have them describe the differences in the 
accompaniment for each. Make sure they tell you what 
book each one comes from. Have them choose which 
one they would like to work on. (then assign it for them) 



Speed Games 

●  Assign anything that requires speed, method 
book line, scales, piece, solo etc. 

●  In the directions of your assignment indicate that 
your students are being evaluated on how good 
their tone and technique are as they raise the 
tempo on the assignment. Only submit your best 
sounding take. 

●  You get them to work on speed with an emphasis 
on quality-initiating deliberate practice. 



Rhythmic Practice 

●  Project on the board a rhythm or section of a 

piece. Have students clap, blow air and clap, 

finger and tongue without making a tone. 

●  Have students view a different line of the piece as 

they perform their part so they can hear and see 

how they fit together. 

●  Demo-create files to have students work on this 

at home-watch this. 





Use Your Voice 

●  Have instrumentalists submit assignments 
vocalizing their parts. 

 
●  Have them focus on a single element such as:  

Time, Articulation, Style 
 
●  Make the assignment in multiple levels -once 

you have demonstrated an understanding with 
your voice now do the same assignment with 
your instrument. 



Intonation Training 

●  Have instrumentalists submit assignments 
vocalizing their parts. Humming is a great way to 
introduce this. 

 
●  Find Interval Training Exercises-send them out at 

very slow speeds so students can internalize pitch 
 
●  Make the assignment in multiple levels -once you 

have demonstrated an understanding with your 
voice now do the same assignment with your 
instrument. 



Demo  
Intonation Training 



Intonation Training 



Get The Big Picture 

Dan Pinkston 
Band Director at Monarch K-8 
Louisville Colorado 
 
1. Have students listen to 

accompaniments. 
2. Combine doing air and 

fingerings. 
3. Then play along 



1. Get your chamber ensembles started. There are some great small group 
and duet materials in SmartMusic for you to choose from. Or upload your 
own arrangements for your students to practice and play . 

2. Set up sight reading games after the big concert. (Make them super easy 
at first) 

3. Find works similar to the ones you are performing and have students listen 
to them for comparisons and to build depth of musical knowledge. 

4. Create assignments that focus on one detail and lead your students to 
mastery. 

5. Think about using badges to reward your students for consistent practice, 
exploration, assignments completed on time, etc. 

6. Use practice analytics to become aware of how your students work outside 
your classroom. Use the information to build a culture of practice. 

Additional Ideas 



Visit Our Blog for more ideas 



Thank you!  


